Ordesser.

Apocrypha.

ESTHER.

Certeine porcions of the ftorie of Efther,whichare
founde in fome Greke and Latin tranflations.

Which follow the tenth chapter.

-+ 3 2N Mardocheus faid,

S a0 thxng:.

47 ;;‘ For I remember a drea-
= &' me,which I fawe concer
"2 ning thefe matcers ,and
3D there was nothing there-

of omitted.

6 A litle fountaine which became a flood,
and was alight,and as the funne , & as mu-
che watcrythis flood wasEfther whome the
King maried,and made Quene.

7 Andthetwo dragons are Iand Aman.

8 And the people arecthey thar are aflem-
bled to deitroye the name of the Iewes.

9 And my peopleis Ifiacl,which cryed to
God,and are faued:forthe Lord hathe [a-
ued his people,and the Lord hathe deliue-
1ed vs from all thefe enils,and God hache
wroght fignes , and great wonders, which
haue not bene done among the Gentiles.

19 Thercfore hathe he made two lottes,onz
for the people of God, and another for all
the Gentiles.

i And thefe two lottes camebefore God
for all nations, at the houre and time ap-
pomnted,and i che day of iudgement.

12 So Godremembred his owne people, &
iuftified his inheritance.

13 Therefore thofe dayes fhalbe varo thé
inthe moneth Adar y fortenth and fiftéch
day ofthe fame moneth,with an affemblie

andioye, and with gladnes before God,
according to the generations forcuera-
mong his people.
CHAP. X1

5 | N thefourthyere of the reigne of Pro-
lomeus and Cleopatra Dolfitheus,who
fard he was a Prieft and Leuite, and Pro-
lom:us his fonne, that broght the former
letters of “ Phrurar, which thei faid Lyfi-
machus the fonne of Prolomeus,which

was at Lerufalem,interpreced,

2 Inthe fecond yere of the 1eigne of great
Artax:rxesinthe i:ft day of the moneth
Nifan Mardocheus the fonne of Iarus,the
fonne of Semeithe fonne of Cis of the
tribe of Beniam:n had a dreame,

;3 A Iewedwelling inthe citie of Sufis,ano
bleman chatbaie office in § Kings couit.

4 Hewas alfo one of the captiwstie which
Nabuchodonefor the King of Babylon
broght from Ierufalem with Iechonias.

= And this was his dreame,Beholde anoice

of atempeft with thunders,and earth qua-
kes,and vproarein the land.

6 Behold: two great dragonscame forthe
ready to fight one againit another.

7 Their crye was great, whereby all the

. heathen were renfy to fight agamnit the
rightcous propie.

8 And che fame day was ful of darkenes &
obfcuritie,&trouble, & anguifh:yea,aduer
ficre,and great aff|i&t6 was vpon § earth.

9 Forthentherighceous fearing ctheir affli-
Ctions, were amafed, and baing ready to
dye,cryed voro God.

10 And while they werecrying,the litle wel
grewe into a great riuer, and Howed ouer
with great warers. ’

i The light & che funncrofe vp,& § low-
lie were exalced,& deuoured the glorious.

12 Now when Mardocheus had fene this
dreame,he awoke and rofe vp and thoghe
inhis heart voeil § night,wha:God wolde
du,& fo he defiied toknuw all che matter.

CHAP. XI11.
t T the fime cime dwelt Mardocheus
in the Kings court with Bagathas,
and Thara,the Kings eunuches & kepers
of the palace,

2 *But when he heard their purpofe, and
theirimaginaciés,he perceiued that they
went abour to lay cheir hands vpun the
King Artaxerxes, and fo he certified the
King thereof.

3 Thencaufed the King to examine § two
eunuches with torments, and when they
had confefled ir,they were put ro death.

4 This the King caufed to be putin the
Chronicles . Mardocheus alfo wrote the
famerthing.

5 SotheKing cdmidedthat Mardocheus
fbulderemains inthe court,and for the
aduertifement, he gaue him a rewarde.

6 ButAma che fonne of Amadathus § Aga-
gite, W was in grear honourand reputacié
with the King, wene about to huit Mar-
docheus & his people,becaufe of the two
cunuches of § ﬁing ¥ were pur t¢ death.

CHAP, XIII

I The copie of the letrers of Artaxerxes again
lm:’;‘T{o pa,ncfu‘{aa’ubcn. A dhe
1 Hecopie of the letters was this, The
great
things to § princes &gousinours ¥ are yn-
der him from India vnto Ethiopiain an
hundreth and feucn and tw ;:i;: prouinges.
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Efther.

2 When I was made lord ouer manie peo-

ple, & had fubdued the whole earth vnto g

my dominton, I wolde notexalte my fclf
by the1cafon of my power,but purpofed
withequitie alway and gérclnes to gouer-
ne my fubieéts, and wholy to fecthem in
a praceablelife, and thercby tobring my
kingdome vnro traquilitie,chat mé& might
fsfc'y go thorow on cuerie fide, and to re-
new peace agamne,which all men defire.

3 Now when [afked my counfelers how
taeft chings might be broght to pafle,one
chat was conuerfant with ve, of excellent
wifdome , and conftant in good wil, and
fhewed him felf to be of fure fidelirie,
which had the feconde placeinthe king-
doeme,cuen Aman,

4 Declared vato vs,thacinall nacids there

was [catered abroade a rebellious people,

that had Lawes contrsrie to all people,
and haue alway difpifed the commande-
ments of Kings, and fo that cthis general
empire,thac we haue begonne,cannot be

ouerned without cffence.

Seing now we perceiue, that this people
alone are altogether contrarie vnto eue-
rie man,vfing ftrange and other mancrof
lawes, and hauwing aneuil opinion of our
doings, and go t to ftablifhe wicked
martters ,that our kingdome fhulde not
come to good eftare,

& Therefore haue we commanded,thatall
they thatare appointed 1n writing vnto
you by Aman(whichisordeined ouerthe
affaires,& 1s as our feconde facher )(hal all
with their wiues and childré be deftioyed
and rooted outwith the fivorde of their
encemiecs without allmercie,and that none

-

5

be fpared thefortenth day of the twelfth 3

moneth Adarofcthis yere,

¢ Thatchey which_og'olde, and now alfo

haue euer bene rebellious,may in oneday

with violence be thrufte downe 1into the

hell,to the intente that after chis timeour

affaires may be without troubles, and wel
ouerned in all pointes.

Then Mardocheus thoght vpon all the
workes and of theLoid, and made his
prayer vanto him,

9 Saymng,O Lord,Lord,the King almigh-
tie (for allthings areinthy power) and
if thou haft agpointed to faue Ifrael,the-
re is no man that can withftande thee.

1o For thou haft made heauen and earth,
and allthe wonderous things vnder the
heauen.

iz Thou art Lord of all things, and there is
no man that can refift thee , which art the
Lord.

s Thouknoweft all things, & thou know-
eft,Lord,that it was nether of malice , nor
prefumption,nor for anie defire of glorie,
that I did this, and not bowe downero

roude Aman.

For 1 wolde haue bene cotent with good
wil for the faluacion of Ifrael, ro hauckift
the fole of his fete.

14 ButIdid it,becaufe I wolde not prefer-
reche honourofa manaboue the glorie
of God, and woldc not woi (hip anie but
onely thee, my Lord,and this haue I not
done of pride.

15 And therefore, 6 Lord God and King,
haue mercie vpon thy people : forthey 1~
magine how thei1may bring vs to naughe,
yea, they wolde deftroye theinheritance,
that hathe bene thine fré the beginning ..

16 Dilfpife noc the porcion, which thou
haft deliuered out of Egypt for thine
owne fclf.

37 Hearemy prayer, and bs merciful vato
thy portion : turne our forowe into roye,
that we may liue, 8 Lord, and praife thy
Name:fhurnot the mouthes of themthae

raife chee.

18 All Ifrael in like maner cryed mofte ear-
neftly vntothe Lord ,becaufe that death
was before their eyes.

CHAP. XIIII

The prayer of Either for the delinerance of her,and
ber people,

Vene Efther alfo, being in danger
of death,reforted vnro the Lord,
And laid away her glorious ap
parcl,and puton the garments of fighing,
and mourning. In the ftead of precious
ointement,fhe fcatered afhes, and dongue
vponher head:and fhe humbled herbodie
greacly with fatling, and all the places
of her ioye filled fhe with the heere thac
fhe pluée of.
And fhe prayed vnto the Lord God of

Ifrael,faying, O my Lord, thou onely art

our King:helpe me defolate woma, which

haue no belper but thee.

4 For mydangeris at hand.

s Fré my youth vp I haue heard inthekin-
red of my father,that thou, 6 Lord, tokeft
Ifrael from among all people, and our fa-
thers from their predeceflours fora per-
petual inherieance , and thou haft per-
formed that which thou dideft promife
them.

¢ Now Lord, we haue finned before thee:
therefore haft thou giuen vs into the hids
of our enemaes.

7 Becaufe we worfhipped their gods, &
Lord,thou art righteous.

8 Neuertheles, it fatiffieththem not, that
we are in bitter captiuitie , but they haue
froken hands withtheiridoles,

9 T hatthei wil abolifhthething that thou

with thy mouth haft ordeined, & deftroye

thine inheritance, to fhut vp the mouthe
of them that praifethee, and ro quence
the gloric of thy téple, and of thine altar,

10 And



Apocrypha,

0 And to open the mouthes of the hea-
then,chat they may praife the power of the
idoles,and to magnific a flefhlic King for
cuer.

u O Lord,giuenot thy fcepter vato them
that be nothing,left thei laugh vs o fcor-
ne in our miferie : butturne cheir deuife
vpon them felues ,and make him an ex-
ample, that hathe begonne the fame a-
gamnit vs,

12 Thinke vpon vs, é Lord, and {hewe
thy felf vnco vs inthe time of our diftref-
fe,and ftrengthen me, 6 King of gods,and
Lord of all power. .

13 Giue mean eloquét fpeache in my mouth
before the Lion : turne his heart to hate
our enemie,to deftroye him, and all fuche
as confcnt varo him.

t4 Bucdeliuervs wichthine hand, and hel-
pe me that am folitarie, which hauc no de-
fence but onely thee.

15 Thou knowecft all things, 6 Lord:thou
knoweft, that I hate the gloricof the vn-
righteous, & that I abhorre the bed of the
vncircumcifed,and ofall the heathen.

¢ T houknowelt my necefsitie: for I hate
this token of my preeminence, which I
beare vpS mine head, whattime as I muft
thewe my felf,& that I abhorreitasamé-
ftruous cloth , & that I weare it not when
Iam alone by my felf,

7 Andthat Ithine hand maide haue not
eaten at Amans table, and that I haue had
no pleafure in the Kings feait, nor drun-

ke the wine of the drinke offrings,

18  And that I thine hand maide haue ne
ioye fencethe day that I was broght he-
ther, vncilchis day,but inchee, 6 Lord
God of Abraham.

¥ O thou mightie God aboue all, heare
the voyce ofthem, that haue none other
hope, and deliver vs our of the hand of
the wicked ; and deliuer me out of my
feare.

CHAP. XV.

1 Mardecheus moueth Either to go in to the King and
make imtercefiion for her people. 5 Andfhe porfor-
wweth bis requeff.

e MAi'dochcus alfo bade Efther to go

invnro the King,and pray for her
people,and for her countrey.

2 Remember,(aith he,the dajesof thy lowe
eftate,how thouwait nourithed vnder mi-
ne hand : for Aman which isnext vnto
the King,hathe giuen fentence of death a-

amft vs.

3 Callthou therefore vpon the Lord, and
fpeake for vs vato the King,and deliuer vs
from death.

4 And vpon the thirde day when fhe had
ended her prayer,(he laid away the mour-
ning garments,and put on her glorious
appaiel,
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s And du&e her felfgoodly, after that fhe
had called vpen God , which is the behol-
derand fauiour of all things, & toke two
handmaides with her.

6 Vponthe onefhe leaned her fclf, as one

that was tender.

7 Andtheother followed her, and bare the
traine of her veRture.

8 The fhine of her beautie made her face
rofe coloured : and her face was chearful
& amiable, but her heart was forow ful for
great feare.

9 Then fthewent inthorow all the dores,
and ftode beforethe King , and the Kin
fate vpon his royal throne , & was clothcﬁ
in hisgoodlie araye,all glittering with
golde and precious ftones , and he was ve-
ry terrible.

1o Then he lifc vp his face,that (hone wich
maieftie,and loked fiercely vpon her : the~
refor ¢ che Quene fel downc, and was pale
and fainc and leaned her felf vpo the head
of the maide,chat wentwith her.

11 Neuertheles,God turned the Kings min
dey he was gentle,who being careful,lea~
ped out of histhrone , and toke herin his
armes,til fhe came to her felf againe : and
cot:foned her with louing wordes,and
faid,

12 Efther,what is the matters I am thy bre-
ther,be of good cheare,

13 Thou fhalt not dye: for our commande-

.ment toucheth the cdmons, and not thee.
Come nere.

14 And fo he helde vp his golden fceptre, &
laid it vpon hernecke,

15 Andkiffed her, and faid, T alke with mé.

16 Then (2id fhe, I fawe thee, 6 lord, as an
Angel of God,& mine heart was troubled
for feareof th{ maicftie.

17 _For wonderful art'thou, 8 lord, and thy
face is ful of grace.

18 Andas fhe waschus fpeaking vato him,
fhe fel downe againe for faintnes.

19 Thenthe King wastroubled, and all his
feruants comforted her.

CHAP. XVI

Thecopic of the letters of Artaxerses , Whereby be rewo-
keth thofe which be firff feme forthe.

1 THc great King Arcaxerxes,which

reigneth from India vrto Ethiopia,
ouer an hundieth and feuen and twentie
prouinces, fendeth vnto the princes and
rulers chat haue the charge of our affaires,
Salutation.

3 There be many that through the goodnes
of Princes and honour giuen vato them,
become very proude,

3 And indeuoure not onelye to hurt our
fubiects, butnot content to liue inwealth,
do alfo imagine defiruétion againfl thofe
that do them good,

4 Andtake notonely all thikefulnes away

LIILiii,
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Wifdome of Salomon.

frommen, but in pride & prefumption,as
they that be vamindeful of benetites,the
thinketo efcape the vengeance of God,
that feeth all things, & 1s c6rrarie to euil.

s Andofttimes mante, whichbe fet inof-
fice, and vnto whome their friends cau-
fes are commusted,by vaine mntfemées do
wrappe themin calamities,that cannot be
remedied: for the make them partakers of
innocent blood,

¢ And difcertfully abufe the implicitie,&
gentlenes of princes with lying tales.

» Thismay be proucd notonely by olde
hiftories,but alfo by thofe things that are
before our eyes,and are wickedly commit
ted of fuche peftilencesas are not woithie
to beare rule.

8 Therefore we muft take hede hereafter,
that we may make § kingdome peaceable
forallmé, what czige fo euer (ﬁal come,

9 And difcerne che things that are before
our eyes,to withftand ché with gentlenes.

1o For Aman, aMacedonian, the fonneof
Amadathus,being in dede aflrige: from
the Perfians blood , and fane fgom our

oodnes,was receiued of vs,

i And hathe proued the friendfhip that
we beare towarde all nations , fo thache
was called our father, and was honored of
euerie man , as the next perfone varo
the King.

12 But he coldenot vfe him felf foberly

inthis great dignitie,but wét aboucto de- 2

riue vs of the kingdome, & of our life.

13 Withmanifolde difceite alfo hathe he
defired o deftroye Mardocheus our prefer
uer, which hath done vs good inall thigs,
and innocens Efther the partaker of our
kingdome,with all her nation.

14 Forhisminde was (whcn he had taken
them out of the way)to lay waire for vs,
and by this meanes to tranflatethe king-
dome of the Perfians vato them of Ma-

cedonia.

15 Butwe finde that the Iewes(which were
accufed of this molte wicked ma that thei
might be deftroyed)azeno euil doers,but
vie mofte wft Lawes,

16 Andthat they be § children of the mofte
high and almightieand cuer living God,
by whoma the kingdoms hathe benepie-
ferued vnro vs, and ous progenttours 1n
verie good ordre.

17 Wherefore ye fhal do wel, if ye do not
put 1 executicn thofe letters, that Aman
the fonne of Amadathus did write vnto
you.

18 For he that inuented them,hageth at Su~
fis before the gates with all his famitic, &
God(which hathe all things i his power )
hathe fpedely rewarded bim after bis de=
feruing.

19 Therefore ye thal publifhe the copie of
this lecter i all places,thac the Icwes may
frely live after their owne Lawes.

20 And ye (hal aidethem that vpon thethir
tenth day of the twelfth moneth Adar thei
may be aduenged of them, which in the

time of their trouble wolde haue oppref-
fed them.

2t For almightie Godhathe turned te-ioye
the day , whereinthe chofen people fhulde
haue perifhed.

22 Moreouer, among other folemne daies

ye (hal kepe this day with all gladncs,
That bethe now & in timeto come this

day may be a remébrance of deliuerice for
vsand all firche as louethe profperitie of
the Perfians, but a remébrance of deftruce
tion to thofe that be fedicious vnto vs.

24 T hereforeall cities and countreis that
do not this, fhal horribly be deftroyed
with fworde and fyre, and fhal notonely

pot be inhabited of men ,but be abhorred
alfo of the wilde beaftes and foults for
euer.



